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The caste system as a tradition has grown and developed througli
many centuries. It is firmly rooted in the Indian social structure.
The maintenance of the caste system was backed by the religious
theory of Karma. According to this theory man reaps the
cumulative fruit of his good and evil deeds through births and
rebirths. The birth of an individual in a particular caste is based on
his actions in his past life. Out of this system has grown the
greatest social evil that India has ever faced untouchability.
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